
Tuesday, 23 May 2023 | 6:30 pm – 8:15 pm

Embassy of the Republic of South Africa 
Tiergartenstraße 18 | 10785 Berlin

Pandemic Preparedness 
beyond COVID-19: Learn from 
the past, prepare for the future

ASSAf-Leopoldina Public Roundtable Discussion 
In Cooperation with the Embassy of the Republic of South 
Africa, Berlin

Contact:
Dr Thomas Plötze
Senior Officer, International Relations Department
German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina
Phone: +49 (0)345 472 39 – 832
Email: international@leopoldina.org

Im
ag

e:
 ©

 A
do

be
St

oc
k 

– 
Tr

ee
ch

a

The lecture is open to the public and is free of charge. The 
discussion will be held in English. Simultaneous translation 
to German is available.

Prior registration is required until 19 May 2023.

Please bring your passport or national ID document for 
security check. You are kindly asked to come early and leave 
sufficient time for the registration process. Please note 
that no bags or pieces of luggage larger than handbags are 
allowed inside the lecture hall.

How to get there
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www.leopoldina.org
Registration and Further Information:
www.leopoldina.org/infectious-diseases-2023
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ASSAf-Leopoldina 
Public Roundtable 
Discussion
“Pandemic Preparedness beyond COVID-19: 
Learn from the past, prepare for the future”

COVID-19 revealed that pandemics have an enormous impact 
and create numerous challenges within and between different 
countries and regions. Thus, lessons learned from COVID-19 
also have political and social dimensions.

COVID-19 has demonstrated how quickly infectious diseases 
can spread worldwide when hitting unprepared societies. 
While no one can prevent the outbreak of new infectious 
diseases, better preparedness and resilient health systems can 
help mitigate future pandemics. Prior investments in infectious 
diseases, open science, research infrastructure and human 
resource capacity building efforts and strong collaborations and 
partnerships between Low-Middle Income Countries (LMICs) 
and High Income Countries (HICs) enabled unprecedented 
progress in the development of diagnostics; vaccines and 
treatments buttressed by strong information systems. 
However, challenges like the unequal access and distribution 
of diagnostics, vaccines and treatments between LMIC and HIC 
remain. The recent health crises has once more highlighted the 
importance of a multi-sectorial and -dimensional approach to 
pandemics.

How can societies effectively implement prevention measures 
to strengthen the relevant sectors in preparing for future 
pandemics? How can pandemic preparedness be increased 
globally? These are some of the questions that panelists from 
the field of science, politics and industry will discuss. The 
audience is welcome to engage in the discussion.

The event is scientifically coordinated by Professor Quarraisha 
Abdool Karim (ASSAf) and Professor Stefan H.E. Kaufmann 
(Leopoldina).

The public event is part of the fourth event (“Infectious Diseases 
beyond COVID-19”, 23-24 May 2023, Berlin) of a workshop series 
on Infectious Diseases for post‐doc researchers from Africa and 
Europe, which ASSAf and Leopoldina initiated in 2016.

Programme

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm | Registration

6:30 pm – 6:35 pm | Welcome

H.E. Phumelele Stone Sizani, Ambassador of the Republic of 
South Africa to the Federal Republic of Germany

6:35 pm – 6:40 pm | Opening Address & 
Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding 

Professor Dr Ulla Bonas ML, Leopoldina Vice President

Professor Dr Quarraisha Abdool Karim, ASSAf Representative

6:40 pm – 6:45 pm | Introduction by Moderators

Professor Dr Dr h.c. Stefan H.E. Kaufmann ML, Emeritus Director 
at the Max Planck Institutes for Infection Biology, Berlin, and for 
Multidisciplinary Sciences, Göttingen, Germany

Professor Dr Quarraisha Abdool Karim, Associate Scientific Direc-
tor, CAPRISA (Center for the AIDS Programme of Research in South 
Africa), and Professor of Epidemiology, Columbia University, New 
York, USA

6:45 pm – 8:10 pm | Roundtable Discussion

Mr Heiko Rottmann-Großner, Head of Subdivision “Health 
Security”, German Federal Ministry of Health

Dr Morena Makhoana, Chief Executive Officer, Biovac, Cape Town, 
South Africa

Dr Huwaida Bulhan, Project Lead, Global Health Equity, Roche/
Genentech Inc. Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya

Professor Dr Ndèye Coumba Toure Kane, Rector of Université du 
Sine Saloum El-Hâdj Ibrahima NIASS (USSEIN), Kaolack, Senegal

Professor Dr Workeabeba Abebe Taye, Professor of Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases, Addis Ababa University; Ethiopian Young 
 Academy of Sciences, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Professor Dr Salim S. Abdool Karim, Director of the Centre for the 
AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA), Durban, 
South Africa; Special Advisor (on pandemics) to the 
 Director-General of the WHO

8:10 pm – 8:15 pm | Words of Thanks

8:15 pm – 9:15 pm | Reception

Founded in 1652, the German National Academy of Sciences Le-
opoldina brings together some 1,500 outstanding scientists from 
about 30 countries. It is dedicated to the advancement of science 
for the benefit of humankind and to shaping a better future. In its 
role as the German National Academy of Sciences, the Leopoldi-
na represents the German scientific community in international 
committees. It offers unbiased scientific opinions on political and 
societal questions, publishing independent studies of national 
and international significance. The Leopoldina promotes scientific 
and public debate, supports young scientists, confers awards for 
scientific achievements, conducts research projects, and campa-
igns for the human rights of persecuted scientists.
www.leopoldina.org

The Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) aspires to be the 
apex organisation for science and scholarship in South Africa, 
recognised and connected both nationally and internationally. 
Through its membership which represents the collective voice of 
the most active scholars in all fields of scholarly enquiry, ASSAf 
aims to generate evidence-based solutions to national problems.
www.assaf.org.za

The Academies

Supported by:

ML – Member of the Leopoldina


